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Advent: the coming or arrival, especially of something extremely important 
 

 This is the dictionary definition of Advent. In the Church, we celebrate the season of Advent, the four weeks leading up
to Christmas as the coming or arrival not of something, but someone: God incarnate, the Word made flesh, Christ the

king. We remember back to Jesus’ first coming at his birth, “And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him
in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them” (Luke 2:7). But that’s not
all. We don’t just look backwards in time during Advent. It is a season marked by our groaning and longing alongside
creation for Christ’s return to restore all things, just as the scriptures say, “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this
testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star. The Spirit and the

bride say, ‘Come!’ And let the one who hears say, ‘Come!’ Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes
take the free gift of the water of life” (Revelation 22). 

 

Using this Guide
This Advent Guide is meant for your personal or household use in Advent with an Advent Wreath. Many of us put the
wreath on the dinner table and spend some time with it each week. Sometimes that ends up being one night during the

week, or you might find time to light the candles more often. If there are children in your household, they might take
turns lighting and blowing out the candles. In the morning during Advent, many find it meaningful to get up a little early

and light the candles in the dark for some silence and prayer.  
 

This guide is built around the four titles that describe the Messiah foretold in Isaiah 9:2-7.   You will find tags with each
title at the end of this guide to cut out and hang on the four candles of the Advent wreath.  Each week will focus on

scripture passages related to one of these titles and the corresponding candle representing it. The weekly prayer vigil
will include a candle lighting, a brief opening and closing prayer, six daily scripture readings, and a couple prompts for

prayer and reflection on these passages.
 

You will also find a corresponding guide tailored for families with children that was created by our JW children’s
ministry. It includes ideas for connecting, wondering, scripture reading and praying. You will also find activities for

going deeper that you can pick and choose  for your family. 
 
  

 
 

Welcome to Advent 2022!

May the longing for Christ’s return fill your heart and mark your life this Advent season!



“Shine your light upon us, O God, as we seek to be enlightened.  By your Spirit, open our
eyes, our minds, and our hearts as we prepare for the coming of your Son.  Amen.”

Advent Week 1 

 

Opening Prayer

Week 1 Scripture Reflection Questions

Candle Lighting 

Hang the 'Wonderful Counselor' tag on the first candle. Light the candle, and take a moment
of silence to still your heart and mind before continuing with the Opening Prayer.

What about today’s text particularly catches your attention?
What feelings arise as you read this passage?

How does today’s passage illuminate the theme of God’s
counsel, support, or guidance?  What are some ways you would
like to receive God’s “counsel” in this season? 

Have a conversation with Jesus about these things, asking for the
grace of his “wonderful counsel” in your life.

Monday: Isaiah 9:2-7

Tuesday: John 14:23-27

Wednesday: Psalm 32:7-11

Thursday: James 3:13-18

Friday: John 16:5-16

Saturday: Psalm 73:21-26

Concluding  Prayer

“Wonderful Counselor, thank you for fulfilling Isaiah’s vision and showing us that an
alternative order of abundance is possible.  Make me an instrument and active part of your
inbreaking kingdom on earth. Amen.”

Wonderful 
 

Counselor



Explain that when we learn new things, it’s like turning on a light.  We see more clearly.  Jesus’ teachings help us
see and understand life and love.  This month, during the season of Advent, we are going to gather to talk about
the meanings of four different names of Jesus, the King that God sent to us.  When we light the Advent candle or
see Christmas lights twinkling on our tree, we can think of our King Jesus.

There were many kings and queens that led God’s people throughout history.  Some followed God, and many
did not.  After a long time, God told the prophet Isaiah that God would send a new, wonderful king to earth to
lead them.  It would be God’s very own Son.  This was really good news, because in the time of Jesus, the world
was ruled by the wicked Roman Empire.  The Roman king in charge was bad. He and his soldiers scared people
into following their rules.  They used violent force. 

What do you imagine a wonderful leader or wonderful king would be
like? 
You would expect a king to be in meetings with powerful and
important leaders. Who did Jesus spend time with? 

I wonder which people Jesus would look out for? Do you think Jesus’
plans would be good for some people or all people?  Which people?

                    (Read Luke 7: 21-22)  

Week 1 Guide for Families with Children -Wonderful Counselor

Chat

Wonder TogetherRead

Connect 
Turn out the lights.
 How do you feel sitting in the dark?

  Pray

Candle Lighting 
Invite a child to light the first
Advent candle.

Read God’s promise to His people in
Isaiah 9: 2 & 6-7.

God said this new king would be
called a Wonderful Counselor. 
In this, the word counselor means
one who governs, leads or rules.

“Loving God, we give you thanks for
sending Jesus, the Wonderful
Counselor to earth to help us see more
clearly how to live in your best ways.”

Going Deeper

Cut out and decorate the back of the tag with a symbol for Jesus,
our Wonderful Counselor. Hang it on the first candle.
Google the Roman Empire to find out more about what it was like.



“Mighty God, open our hearts and minds as we continue to explore ancient titles as a way to bear
witness to Jesus. By your Spirit, guide us as we prepare for the coming of your Son. Amen.”

Advent Week 2 

 

Opening Prayer

Week 2 Scripture Reflection Questions

Candle Lighting 

Hang the 'Mighty God' tag on the second candle.  Light the first candle and then the second
candle that reminds us of our Mighty God, waiting for a moment in prayerful silence.
 

Read today’s scripture passage slowly, paying special attention
to anything that makes you pause or that feels particularly
significant to you.  What makes this noteworthy for you?
What is this passage telling you about the way God uses power
or “might”?  How does this enhance or challenge your way of
understanding power?
Where in your life would you like to more fully experience
God’s mighty power?  Have a conversation with the Lord
about this, asking for his power to show up where it is needed
most.

Monday: Isaiah 9:2-7

Tuesday: Exodus 3:16-22

Wednesday: Psalm 18:13-19

Thursday: Luke 1:46-55

Friday: 1 Chronicles 29:10-13

Saturday: Zephaniah 3:16-20

Concluding  Prayer

“Holy God, we give thanks for the gift of Jesus and for the ways in which he fulfills the role of
our Mighty God. By your Spirit, empower us as witnesses to the life-giving power of your
might. Amen.”

Mighty 
 

God



Jesus is given another nickname - Mighty God.
Can you think of a true story about Jesus where He is mighty?

Isaiah was describing the coming King when he called him 'Mighty
God.'  How would you expect a king to use his power or might?

How does God use his power?

I wonder if you have seen God’s mighty power in your life? How
so?  

Week 2 Guide for Families with Children - Mighty God

Chat

Wonder TogetherRead

Connect 
When you hear the word mighty, what or who do you
think of?  If you could have a mighty power, what
would you choose? 

  Pray

Candle Lighting 
Light two candles.
Read Isaiah 9: 2 & 6-7.

Read Mark 4: 35-41.

Invite everyone to imagine they are a
videographer videoing the story as
you read it. 

Invite everyone to share the scene
they captured on video.

Explain that Jesus invites us to ask for
His mighty help.  

Take turns asking God for help.

Going Deeper

Cut out and decorate the back of the tag with a symbol for Jesus,
our Mighty God. Hang it on the second candle.
Read Deuteronomy 10: 17-18 to see God’s might in action. Ask-
What does God do with His power?
Sing 'My God is So Big' (ages 3-6)

My God is so big so strong and so mighty
There's nothing my God cannot do (x2)
The mountains are His, the rivers are His
The stars are His handiwork too
My God is so big
So strong and so mighty
There's nothing my God cannot do



“Just as today’s three Advent candles shed light, O God, illuminate our minds as we continue to
explore ancient titles to bear witness to Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, guide us as we prepare for the
coming of your Son. Amen.”

Advent Week 3

 

Opening Prayer

Week 3 Scripture Reflection Questions

Candle Lighting 

Hang the 'Everlasting Father' tag on the third candle.  Light the first two candles and then the third
candle that signifies God as our Everlasting Father, waiting for a moment in prayerful silence.

 

What stands out for you in today’s text?  How does it comfort
and/or challenge you?

How does this passage highlight the Fatherly aspect of God?  What
is comforting and/or challenging for you personally about this?

In what ways would you like to experience God as a good father in
your life?  Explore these things in prayer and ask for the grace to
know and apprehend this aspect of God’s love more.

Monday: Isaiah 9:2-7

Tuesday: Deuteronomy 8:1-5

Wednesday: Matthew 6:6-13 

Thursday: Psalm 103:13-17

Friday: John 14:6-14

Saturday: 1 John 3:1-3

Concluding  Prayer
“Holy God, we give thanks for the gift of Jesus.  We ponder the meaning of one who is the
Son, yet who also points to the Everlasting Father.  By your Spirit, give us the joy and
assurance of your everlasting presence.  Empower us as the church to carry forth your
family promises as we partner in your mission for the world.  Amen.”

Everlasting 
 

Father



This week we are focusing on how Jesus was called the Everlasting Father.
What does everlasting mean? Name some things that are everlasting.
Name some things that don’t last forever.
Pass around some evergreen to touch and smell.  Explain that unlike other plants, evergreen stays green even through
winter. When we see evergreen, we can remember the everlasting love of Jesus. 

Isaiah was describing the coming King when he called him
'Everlasting Father.'  Would you expect a king or president to have
children nearby?  Why or why not?

Why do you think Jesus wanted the children near him? 

Compare one of your parents or grandparents with the Everlasting
Father, Jesus. How are they alike? How are they different?

Cut out and decorate the back of the tag with a symbol for Jesus,
our Everlasting Father. Hang it on the third candle.

Go on a nature walk and collect some evergreen.

Stand in a circle and read aloud 1 John 3:1 - 
"See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 

should be called children of God! And that is what we are! "  
Repeat together - "That is what we are!"

Going Deeper

Week 3 Guide for Families with Children - Everlasting Father

Chat

Wonder TogetherRead

Connect 

Would you rather winter last forever or
summer last forever?  Why?

  Pray

Candle Lighting 

Light three candles
Read Isaiah 9: 2 & 6-7

Read Mark 10: 13-16. 

As we listen, let’s imagine we have a
camera in our heads. Let’s take a
photo or two of what we imagine.  

What photo do you have in your
mind?  Invite your child to draw the
photo or describe it.

Pray a breath prayer. 
Breathe in - 
       “Jesus you are my Everlasting  
        Father.”
Breathe out -
        “I will never be alone.”
Repeat several times.



Hang the 'Prince of Peace' tag on the fourth candle.  Light the first three candles and then the fourth
candle that reminds us of Jesus as the Prince of Peace. Take some time to still yourself for a moment
of silence.

 “Gracious God, as we reflect on the Prince of Peace, we remember all the places in the world and our
lives where conflict and death reign. Be with all who work for peace and justice, and increasingly form
us into the peacemakers we are made to be. Amen.”

Advent Week 4

 

Opening Prayer

Week 4 Scripture Reflection Questions

Candle Lighting 

What do you find yourself pausing at or paying special attention to
in today’s passage? How might this be calling you to respond?

How does this text emphasize the peace of Christ? How is the
peace discussed in this passage similar or different compared to the
ways you have heard about it or understood it before?

Where would you like to experience more of Christ’s peace in your
life at this time? What might it look like for you to better receive
this peace? Have a prayerful conversation with Jesus, bringing these
matters before him for comfort, stability or adjustment.

Monday: Isaiah 9:2-7

Tuesday: Isaiah 52:7-10

Wednesday: Mark 4:35-41

Thursday: Ephesians 2:13-19

Friday: John 14:25-29 

Saturday: Philippians 4:4-9

Concluding  Prayer

“Prince of Peace, come again and direct leaders everywhere to do the things that make for
peace. Until then, empower your church to live your values and proclaim your realm of
peace to the world. Amen.”

Peace 
 

Prince of



This week we are discovering that Jesus is called the Prince of Peace.  
Share - “Peace requires practicing forgiveness.  Peace requires the readiness to share generously.  Peace requires
attentiveness to those who are weak and cannot do what others can do.  Peace requires humility.  Peace is about
being last among those who insist on being first….putting other people first.’ ~ adapted from Walter
Brueggemann’s book, Names for the Messiah: An Advent Study

I wonder if you can think of a time when it was hard to have peace?

I wonder what you can do when you don't feel peace?

Peace-making is active! What are some actions we could take to be
peace makers?

Week 4 Guide for Families with Children - Prince of Peace

Chat

Wonder TogetherRead

Connect 

What is peace? Think of three words that would be the
opposite of peace.

  Pray

Candle Lighting 
Light four candles.
Read Isaiah 9: 2 & 6-7.

One way to live in God’s peace is to practice
confession and forgiveness regularly. 

Take a moment now to consider. Have you said or
done something that hurt another person? Or done
something wrong?  It is good to tell God our sins. This
is called confession.  1 John 1:9 says 'But God is faithful
and fair. If we confess our sins, he will forgive our sins.
He will forgive every wrong thing we have done. He
will make us pure.' 

Invite each person to confess and ask forgiveness
aloud for a mistake they've made.  Parents blaze the
trail!

Explain that this brings peace and restores our
relationship with people and with God.

Going Deeper

Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to
help us have peace.

Read John 14:25-27 three times.

Share a word or phrase that stood out.

Cut out and decorate the back of the tag with a
symbol for Jesus, our Prince of Peace. Hang it on
the fourth candle.

Practice saying “go in peace” when you leave each
other this week.

Listen together  to a peaceful Advent song that
we've sung in the service this season:

                     When the Lord Came Down - Nathan Partain 
                    https://youtu.be/hWbJbebI5v0

https://youtu.be/hWbJbebI5v0
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