
Playing    Advent Storyin 
the 

Build a stable out of blocks or legos where you can play 
with farm animals and ask your child to make the different 
animals sounds. “What does the cow say to baby Jesus?”

A nativity set in your little one’s room will allow them to 
place baby Jesus in bed when they go to bed, too. Pairs 
beautifully with A Christmas Goodnight by Nola Buck.

Pretend to care for the animals- let your child bring them into 
the kitchen and get them a little drink of water, a little food 

(think dried rice and beans, or vegetable scraps).

Make a nativity set for your family. A quick google search 
for “DIY Printable Nativity @ Catholic Icing” or “Free Paper 

Doll Printables @ Design Dazzle” will deliver some 
great printables you can make together. 

Purchase a nativity set for your family. Try World 
Window in Brookside for a large selection of unique 

sets as well as Mardel or Target for basic sets.

Playing with Nativity Sets

Pretend Play     Story
Help them care for and love Baby Jesus. Set 

up a manger (maybe a shoe-box or 
basket), line it with “hay” (shredded 

brown paper bag or cloth scraps), and 
add a baby Jesus. Supply your child with 
all that they need to care for Baby Jesus, 
including swaddlng blankets, books to 
read, bottles, diapers, and pacifiers. 

Sing to Baby Jesus
(to the tune of Frere Jacques) 

Baby Jesus, Baby Jesus, 
Please don’t cry, Please don’t cry,

Don’t ya know I love you, 
Don’t ya know I love you,

Very much, Very much.

Chat about Mary and Joseph’s long journey to 
Bethlehem before Jesus was born. What would they 
pack for this journey? Let your kiddos pack their own 

suitcase and travel around the house as if they 
were on a long journey, too.

Pretend to be a carpenter: Get 
out some blocks of wood, 
sandpaper, and play tools.  Talk 
about Jesus’ daddy , the 
carpenter, and the kinds of things 
he did.

Pretend to be wisemen: Bring gifts to 
Baby Jesus. Say “Let’s take Jesus our 
favorite toys.” Bring toys to where 
Baby Jesus is laying in the manger.
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Let your Christmas tree help you create a sense of 
waiting. Decorate it in stages:

Week 1 - Tree, lights, and the nativity 
without baby Jesus. 

Week 2 - Garland and bulbs.
Week 3 - Your favorite family ornaments! 

Week - 4 The Star!

This season is so busy. Be extra intentional about 
making space for your most precious relationships.

Set aside a time each day to be together and talk if 
you can. The advent wreath or Jessi Tree devotional 
can provide great opportunities to chat and connect 

with each other.

Set aside one evening a week to play games, eat a 
special meal or tasty treat, or to just read together.

Christmastide

 The twelve days following the birth of Christ make up 
the bulk of Christmastide and provide a wonderful 
opportunity to really celebrate Christ long after the 

hub-bub of the season has died down.

Celebrate the sacredness of family! How wonderful 
that God trusted a family just like ours to care for his 

only son! Here’s some ideas for the 12 days: 
Introduce a new board game, go out for a treat, read 

new books together, bake cookies, visit another 
family, try something new together. And remember to 

keep chatting about Christ’s family.

Chat: Why did God send Jesus to earth as a baby 
and not a grown up? Why did God want Jesus to 
have a family? Do you think Jesus cried like other 
babies? How long do you think they stayed in the 

stable with the animals?

Have some fun with the Wise Men. Each of the12 
nights, move them ever closer to the manger as you 
prepare for Epiphany! Encourage the kids to search 

out their new location each morning.

Sacred Family Space Build Anticipation

Celebrated January 6th following the 12 days of 
Christmas, Epiphany marks the arrival of the three 

Kings with gifts for the baby King.

Chat: Who were the Wise Men? Where did they come 
from? Why did they bring gifts? What were their gifts 
like? What happened when they went back home? 

Can we still bring Christ gifts? What kind of gifts does 
Christ want from us? 

Here are some ideas for gifts from the heart:
Sending cards to those who need encouragement.

Checking in on elderly neighbors.
Inviting neighbors over to share food or fun.

Taking coats, gloves, hats, underwear, and socks to a 
local shelter together. 

On the eve of Epiphany, leave cereal and carrots out 
for the Wise Men’s camels. You might even leave out 

your own cards for them to take to baby Jesus for 
you, and don’t forget a shoe. The Kings have been 

known to leave a treat in kid’s shoes.

The 12 Days of Christmas Epiphany


